
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Letters Written at Bethlehem, Pa., m 17Y8. 293 



THREE LETTERS WRITTEN AT BETHLEHEM, 
PENNSYLVANIA, IN 1778. 

[The three letters which follow, are interesting for the local and gen- 
eral news they contain and also some accounts of the difficulties under 
which the Moravians, Mennonites and others suffered through the rigid 
enforcement of the "Test Oath." The Rev. John Etwein, the writer of 
one of the letters, is the eminent clergyman whose name is so prominently 
connected with the history of Bethlehem, during the Revolution. Chris- 
tian R. Heckewelder, from the Moravian tract in western North Carolina, 
which they named "Wachovia," was on a visit to Bethlehem, and, as his 
letters indicate, was awaiting the action of the Assembly of Pennsylvania 
with regard to the "Test Oath," before returning South. The original 
letters are preserved in the Moravian Archives, at Salem, N. C] 

Bethlehem, Oct. 1st, 1778. 
My DEAR Br. Graff — 

As I am going to-day on a visit to Hope, [N. J.] and do 
not know how soon there will be an opportunity to send 
letters to Wachovia, I think it will be wise now to write 
you a few lines, so that you and my dear ones may know 
how I found things here, and what has happened since 
my last letter, dated Lititz, Sept. 16th. 

On that day I left Lititz with Br. Matthaeus, [Hehl] 
went by way of Heidelberg, Oley, where we visited old 
Br. & Sr. Biirstler, — and Emaus, and reached Bethlehem 
on the 19th, to my great joy and the surprise of many 
Brethren. Br. Matthaeus did not hurry because he knew 
that on Friday the 18th the Justices would be in Bethle- 
hem to administer the oath to all Brethren who were 
willing; nothing happened because none of the Brethren 
consented to take it, though the Justices were there 
promptly on time. I rejoice in the unity of the Brethren, 
and their steadfastness is surprising. On the 22nd Br. 
Franz Bohler and 12 of his Emaus Brethren passed 
through here on their way to the Easton jail, having been 
summoned thither because of their refusal to take the 
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oath. The twelve, however, partly on account of rough 
treatment, and partly on account of their families, grew 
weak and faint-hearted, took the Oath, and left their 
leader, Br. Bohler, alone in prison. Later, however, he 
was released, the required security of £400 having been 
given the jailer and Fuller (sic) by him, and he was 
ordered to appear at the next Court. Br. Bohler is quite 
cheerful, and rejoices that he now knows what his value 
is. A number of Mennonites in Sackona [Saucon] 
were shamefully treated because they would not take 
this oath. 

The Brethren are planning to send another Petition to 
the Assembly, which will meet in three weeks, and would 
like me to wait and see the result, as without it I could 
bring back no definite answer. I do not exactly like this, 
for it would throw my return trip too far into the winter, 
and if I should be alone (and it looks as if I would not be 
able to get any one from here to come with me) it will be 
so much the worse for me. But I will do my best to come 
before too late. 

There are many things happening in the land. The 
English are said to have landed 7/M men at Hackinsack, 
and to have moved toward Morristown, presumably to 
destroy the Continental stores in that neighborhood. 
The New York papers also mention this, together with 
various other operations. At present our army is beyond 
North River and has probably gone to New England, 
perhaps to secure Burgoyne's prisoners. 

Hardly any one gets the newspapers nov/, otherwise I 
would enclose one; perhaps I can send one or two before 
I return. 

We saw in the newspaper that a Marschall of North 
Carolina was about to arrive by ship in New York, but 
it was not our Br. Marschall, and so our joy was for 
naught, and we had for a while rejoiced, and joy is not 
easy in these days. Yet it is still hoped that he can come, 
for Br. Close reached London safely on May 5th, and he 
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will surely do his best to persuade them to come for he 
knows right well how important it is; should our dear 
Br. Marschall come it may postpone my return still 
longer. By the younger John Bruce, a package of reports 
has again come from Wachovia, and Br. Schaukirch [New 
York] still holds three from us; however he sends only 
one at a time, so that if any be lost they may not all be 
lost at once. According to his letter a fleet of English 
ships was just arriving; who knows what they bring! 

I will probably go to Philadelphia, with Br. Ettwein, 
who plans at the proper time to present the Petition to 
Ludwig Weiss [lawyer]. 

In my last letter I mentioned my misfortune with the 
horse. I have bought another for £60, the man will keep 
it till I start home, but it is only a small one, for horses 
here are terribly dear. 

Other matters of interest must wait until my return, 
as I could not well include them in this. 

Your humble associate, 

CHmsT" Ren^ Heckeweldbr. 

Bethlehem, Oct. 19, 1778. 
Tenderly beloved Brother: — 

Again I take my pen to write you in the usual way, 
without knowing whether my last letter to you has yet 
been sent; but as at this moment I have nothing else to 
do I shall not mind the labor. 

Last Wednesday, after consultation with the leaders 
here, I decided to start in eight days on my return trip 
without waiting longer for the meeting of the Assembly, 
which has been postponed to the 26th of this month; you 
will easily understand why I am anxious to leave. 

On Thursday, however, Br. Nathanael [Seidel] called 
for me, and told me that to-day our affairs had again 
been considered, (on account of a letter from Br. Mat- 
thaeus in which he mentioned, that it was said on good 
authority, that the land in North Carolina, called Wach- 
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ovia, would be taken away from the Brethren), and that 
I should wait here till the Assembly met, and until it 
could be seen how things went, and what could be done 
for us. It was not altogether pleasant to hear that I must 
remain here so long, for winter is at the door and it is 
already quite cold; however, I submit and only hope it 
will be for our good, — and who knows what meanwhile 
may come from Europe. 

While waiting I spend my time as best I may, I have 
already copied a Diary from Wachovia, and today or 
tomorrow will receive the last Indian Diary from Lichte- 
nau for the same purpose. 

I have heard no more about our two packages held in 
New York, but they are probably still in Bro. Schaukirch's 
keeping. He wrote to Br. Nathanael, that through a 
letter from Br. Wollin, he learned that Br. Johannes had 
gone on a Visitation to England, Scotland and Ireland, 
and one of their number, on a Visitation to the American 
congregations as soon as possible, — ^it would be pleasant 
if he arrived before my departure. We do not yet know 
who it will be. Br. Martin Mack will make a Visitation 
to the English islands, that is to Barbadoes, St. Christo- 
pher, Antigua and Jamaica. From Br. David Zeisberger's 
letter and diary, it appears that affairs are more quiet in 
his neighborhood, there is, however, a rumor that an army 
of French and Virginians intends to march on Detroit 
and take the fort, and that the Twightwecs have given 
them permission to cross their lands on the Wabash River. 
I heard nothing of this at home or on the journey so there 
may be nothing in it, or it may be that Daniel Boone (who 
with his company were last year captured by Indians and 
carried thither as prisoners, and later escaped) may have 
such a plan in mind. Yesterday I was in Nazareth, and 
as I was about to return to Bethlehem a wagon of res- 
cued goods arrived at Mehrings tavern and was there 
unloaded. 

The driver said that the Indians near Mennesing, from 
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where these things came, were killing many, that last 
week 12 families 30 miles from there were horribly mur- 
dered, and that they burned all barns wherever they went. 
This is about 50 miles from Nazareth which is more 
exposed to danger from Indians than are we. May the 
dear Savior graciously protect them. 

The newspaper printed the 15th of this month contains 
another Proclamation from the 3 Commissioners, Carlisle, 
Clinton, and Eden, to the Americans, offering Pardon to 
all and every one, no matter who, etc., promising all 
former freedom, and in short everything good; — if I can 
get a copy I will enclose it. However, there were 13 
German and English copies made of this Proclamation, 
signed by all of these Commissioners of His Majesty, and 
they will be sent to each of the 13 United States. In the 
newspaper the Proclamation is accompanied by a satirical 
article showing that there is nothing good to be hoped for 
from it. 

In my last letter I wrote that I was thinking of going 
to Philadelphia with Br. Ettwein; this will probably be 
next week, and it has occurred to me to try to speak with 
our North Carolina Delegates in the Continental Con- 
gress, and ask them to say something for us to the Assem- 
bly in case the Penna. Assembly should take action for 
the common good. I am sorry that I do not know who 
our present Delegates are, or whether I know them, Br. 
Bagge's letter to the President, Mr. Laurence, has been 
held for that purpose, and will be useful when the time 
comes. 

Of political matters one hears httle or nothing, and I 
am greatly surprised that people here are so innocent, for 
we have believed that the Bethlehemites knew all that 
was going on. This much however may be said, — 500 
wagons of provisions are to pass through here to New 
Windsor (I hear they have had to be unloaded in Easton), 
of these several brigades reached here last evening and 
this morning, they are principally from Lancaster and 
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York County. — The English are now in Hackinsack, 
where they have fortified themselves. — A party landed in 
Egg Harbor, burned the boats and storehouses, took 
provisions, and sailed away. — ^About 300 Light Horse 
were surprised at night by the English, most of them 
killed, and the rest taken prisoners. — ^A sea fight in the 
EngUsh Channel between 26 English and 34 French ships 
of the line helped neither side much. The English had 
133 killed, and 350 wounded and lost one ship. 

General Washington's army on the farther side of the 
North River, conducts itself bravely, and is watching the 
EngHsh on the River up toward Hackinsack, and another 
army composed mostly of Indians in its rear. — Of Sullivan 
and his army we hear nothing. — It is rumored that if the 
Americans do not listen to this last Proclamation the 
English will all go home on the 17th of November, (we 
are allowed until the 11th for consideration). 

It is truly a troublous time, and we may well pray con- 
stantly "God, give peace to this land." 

I do not yet know whether I can bring any one from 
here or Lititz, but I think not, for Brethren and especially 
handicraftsmen are scarce, and it is very difficult to find 
any one who wishes to go to Carolina, one after another 
declares his aversion to the idea, and one dare not try 
persuasion unless he wishes to be openly laughed at. 

The Brn. Ettwein and Schweinitz send heartiest greet- 
ings, and beg you will excuse their not writing, as dur- 
ing my stay they are leaving that entirely to me, and 
you may believe that I am ever eager to send you some- 
thing. To this end I have begged to be informed of every 
opportunity to send letters to Carolina, and intend to 
post a notice in the tavern so that no chance may slip 
by me. But few are going thither, and this is my first 
direct opportunity, namely by Mr. Anth. Moore, who is 
going to Carey's Settlement in Rowan County. 

Your associate brother 

Christ'' Heckewelder. 



Letters Written at Bethlehem, Pa., in 1778. 299 

Bethlehem, Nov. 16, 1778. 
Deaely beloved Brother Graff. 

We have been very much pleased by your letter de- 
livered by Br. Chr. Heckewelder who arrived here the 
19th of September, we were glad to hear of your well 
being. Brother H. would have liked to leave sooner, but 
we had instructions to keep him until we had sent another 
Memorial to the Assembly; this has been done, but we do 
not yet know the consequences; still as it is getting late 
in the year and we do not know how soon we shall get a 
Resolution from the House, we will not keep the brother 
any longer but have resolved that if our matter comes up 
in the Assembly this week, the Resolution shall be reported 
to Lititz so that he may take it with him; if this shoxild 
fail, we will send a copy by Col. Williams to Mr. Bagge. 

I am asked to inform you what we think about your 
situation and affairs, but it is hard to advise you. Like 
you we have been placed in a difficult position by the 
Test-Acts, so that He alone has been our protection and 
help and He alone has stopped those who wished to injure 
us. How we have fared and in what way we have been 
helped you will hear from our reports. Our greatest 
danger in these hard times was the evil partisan spirit 
which threatened to divide us; Brethren so affected ai'e 
always more dangerous and harmful to a congregation 
than is the rough world. 

The Sept. mail boat has been taken, we should know 
more about it; when? who? I returned the 11th of 
November from Philadelphia; our Memorial, signed by 
294 brethren, has been very well received by the Speaker 
and many members who have seen it; and a "Club" of 
27 have resolved that it is absolutely necessary to help us. 
I made it my principal business in Philadelphia to speak 
about Carolina with the president of congress and the 
delegates of N. C. Our affairs have been often discussed 
in Congress but no resolution has yet been taken. 

The delegates of the States always try to prevent 
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Congress from advising the Assemblies in such matters. 
I told the president, H. Laurens, about your situation as 
far as we know it, and I learned of him that Col. Williams 
(a lawyer from Granville whom I used to know well in 
Carolina) was a delegate in Congress. 

I went to see him, told him about your petition and the 
result, and that we could not take the oath against the 
king on account of our mission service and our connection 
with the European congregations; he said that he could 
understand the force of the argument, and when he heard 
that in spite of this we were willing to promise faithful- 
ness to the State, and for the defence of the State instead 
of giving personal service we were wUling to pay what we 
were asked, he became quite friendly, but would not 
promise to speak for us at the next Assembly where he 
would be present. He said he wanted to think it over 
for if he promised something he kept his word, etc. 

On the 7th of November the president [Laurens] asked 
me to dinner and he brought Col. WiUiams along from 
Congress in order, he told me, to teU him in my presence 
his views about the Brethren. This he did so kindly, 
forcibly and to the point, that I would not have dared 
to say half as much. Williams opposed him several 
times, but he insisted that it would be unjust, impoUtic 
and injurious to the country if the Assembly should perse- 
cute and distiu-b the Brethren. Williams admitted that 
they had been very useful to the country and that the 
country needed them, but he feared that they who loved 
the Old Government might by and by influence men 
against the New. 

I said this would be against the faithfulness promised 
to the State, and when I was alone with him he excused 
himself and said that he had opposed the president only 
in order to find out his real opinion, and that he would 
do in the Assembly everything he could for the Brethren. 

They should again send a brother with a memorial to 
the Assembly, he should come to him and he would pre- 
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sent him to such men as had the greatest influence in 
the House. He advised me also to speak with Mr. Harnet, 
who would also be present at the next Assembly. I called 
on him on the 9th, (he was in Bethlehem a year ago), I 
found him in the first interview very severe; he said why 
should we have more liberty than he had himself? we 
just wanted to secure our estates in case the opposite 
party should win; we had proved in the Indian war that 
we were not opposed to self defense, etc. When I answered 
his arguments he said, he was speaking as did the people 
who v/ere against us, that he himself had always taken 
the side of the Brethren in the Assembly, that he had high 
regard for the Brethren and knew that they were of 
benefit to the country but that they had more enemies 
than they knew and that there were many who wanted 
their land, etc. At his request I went to see him once 
more; he seemed to be more moderate and said among 
other things that the Brethren were hated by their neigh- 
bors because they were too religious and too industrious 
to suit them. He promised to do all in his power to pre- 
vent the Brethren from being troubled, and said that he 
would write to the Governor at once. 

I told him that if the Brethren should be persecuted on 
account of the Test, and forced to leave their State, they 
should at least be given a reasonably long time in which 
to look for a home in a quiet town in another State, that 
the delegates from S. Carolina, Virginia, New York and 
Massachusetts, had invited us, and promised us all 
possible freedom; — he said this would surely not be 
necessary. But it may be that the gentlemen will insist 
upon the form proposed by the Senate and that loyalty 
to the King must be renounced so long as a man remains 
in the State, (if the State maintain its independence, and 
to doubt this is considered by these men a great political 
crime;) should this be insisted on then we can do nothing 
but leave it simply with each one to act as his heart 
dictates, all do not think alike, but to be moved by fear 
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of man or other worldly consideration to act contrary to 
conscience, that we could never advise. 

There were some among us who were willing to submit, 
others would rather venture and suffer all; therefore we 
have tried both requests and remonstrances and hope 
that we can hold out untU help comes. As to the officers 
in your country we would advise that you take all possible 
means to make friends of them; a pair of boots, a pair of 
shoes, a dozen pounds of coffee, and the like, are often 
good arguments that one is right, and will prevent many 
a fine; to make use of this weakness can be no sin. Con- 
cerning Metcalf's lands and similar holdings you could 
perhaps intercede with the Governor, asking that if they 
should be confiscated they should not be granted to others 
until the owners' legal rights were determined, and con- 
sideration was given to the fact that they were intended 
for the benefit of the settlement. Metcalf long ago 
offered his land to the Brethren for this purpose, and 
should it be declared vacant, the Brethren should have 
the next right to it. 

Concerning the shoemakers and farmers Br. Schewinitz 
will answer. We feel the lack of farmers everywhere; 
there are some shoemakers and saddlers, but not for the 
Brothers House. 

Your true brother and servant 

Johannes Etwein. 

P.S. — ^Yesterday Brother WaUis returned from Phila- 
delphia, and will spend the winter with Br. and Sr. Franz 
Bohler in Emaus. 



